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To all subscribers to Gader Gush,
Our group is, B"H' expanding and we have a few hundred e-mail addresses on our list. Our intention is to increase this figure to encompass as many residents of the Gush as possible.

We are extremely interested in including in this list as many people as possible who are willing to give of their time to our cause. We are presently in the early stages of organization leading up to entry into the public realm therefore recruitment of volunteers with motivation is essential at this time.

We are planning two organized sessions towards the end of next week (one in the mantas of the gush near Alon Shvut and one at the mantas in Efrat) that we hope will aid us in assignation and integration of residents that are willing to help out in this extremely important endeavor.

The following is an update for all those that have not been following the latest developments:

         The Israeli government has officially decided to build a separation fence  in Gush Etzion 

         The intention of the fence is to separate between yishuvim that will be within the fence and those that will not.

         The plan is to be implemented in the very near future. Information can be obtained about this at (http://www.gushnet.com) a website created with the cooperation of the Beitar, gush Etzion and Efrat Councils as well as updates that can be obtained from the website of the Gush Etzion area council at: (http://www.gush-etzion-region.muni.il)  as well as the website of Kfar Etzion (http://www.kfar-etzion.co.il). This sites contain information that will constantly be updated.

         About a month ago there were 2 suggestions that were offered:  

1.       Suggestion #1 offered by the membership meeting of Kfar Etzion that was a petition calling for renunciation of the planned fence and suggesting alternative security methods that would prevent division of the Gush.

2.       Suggestion #2 offered by the Mayor of gush Etzion, Shaul Goldstien that called for not opposing the fence as long as the fence does not interfere with the normal every day activities of those residents of Gush Etzion living within the fence.

   The full text of these suggestion was published by us and can be obtained by sending a request to gadergush@gmail.com for a word doc עדכון תושבים מס' 1 
   About a month ago the three mayors of Beitar, Gush Etzion and Efrat decided to begin cooperation in order to improve and maximize our efforts concerning the fence. They also called for postponing implementation of the fence until there would be agreement by the local residents and the government. More details on this can be obtained at the gadergush mail address in the file  2 עדכון תושבים מס'.
   The local councils decided that a plan must be devised with 2 basic aims that must be implemented simultaneously: a public campaign and legal activity.

   The local councils also decided to suggest an alternative route for the fence that will be a non-sequential security obstacle. The main advantages being:

         To prevent Arabs from appealing and objecting on the grounds that the fence is not permitting them access to work their land.

         To prevent closure and separation of the "eastern" yishuvim of the gush to the "western" yishuvim.

         To prevent the feeling of a ghetto atmosphere that could be generated by the planned fence

   Since then we have conducted quite a few meetings with politicians and officials including the Minister of Defense mentioned in a mail sent out from gadergush@gmail.com with the file  כעדכון תושבים מס' 3, the OC Central Command, the head of the administration of the fence, etc. Details regarding these developments can be found in a letter from Shaul Goldstein that can received on request from gadergush@gmail.com . 

   The main item of this letter was an oral promise given to Shaul Goldstein, Mayor of Gush Etzion by Shaul Mofaz, the efense Minister  that work on the fence will not begin until the final complete route of the fence has been resolved. In spite of this it has come to our attention that that this understanding is not being honored (see עדכון תושבים מס' 4 that was sent out by Shaul Goldstein through gadergush@gmail.com . For a copy please send us a mail.)

As of now we are standing behind our decision to begin a public campaign. This project is extremely important and depends greatly on your volunteer participation. There are no paid employees that will work on this. This all depends on us. 

More updates will be sent out shortly.

An attachment is being sent with this mail with a table to be filled in by people that want to be added to our mailing list. Please send this out to anybody you know in the gush that should be on this list. We especially need to get to more people from the eastern Gush as well as Betar.  Please: Do not send to relatives and friends outside of the Gush.

B'vracha,

Shimon Karniel 

Kfar Etzion 
